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More than 1.5 million Indonesian children between 10 and 17 years old work in agriculture, including on tobacco plantations,
without gear to protect them from the sun and chemicals. Early marriage practices push many children—especially in poorer
rural communities—into employment as new primary earners for their households.

SEX TRAFFICKING
Up to 30% of individuals in the commercial sex industry in Indonesia are female child sex trafficking victims. Sex traffickers often
use debt or offers of jobs to coerce and deceive women and girls into exploitation in commercial sex across Indonesia. Sex
traffickers use spas, hotels, bars, karaoke establishments, and other businesses to facilitate sex trafficking. 

Traffickers also exploit women and girls in sex trafficking near mining operations in Maluku, Papua, and Jambi provinces.
Traffickers increasingly use online and social media platforms to recruit their victims. In 2017, an NGO estimated there were
70,000 to 80,000 child sex trafficking victims in Indonesia. 

LABOR TRAFFICKING
Labor traffickers exploit many Indonesians through force and debt-based coercion in Asia (particularly China, South Korea, and
Singapore) and the Middle East (particularly Saudi Arabia) primarily in domestic work, factories, construction, and manufacturing
on Malaysian oil palm plantations and on fishing vessels throughout the Indian and Pacific Oceans. Indonesian women are also
exploited in forced labor in Syria.

Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, and the Middle East host many Indonesian domestic workers who are unprotected under local
labor laws and often experience indicators of trafficking, including excessive working hours, lack of formal contracts, and unpaid
wages. 

Sources estimate unscrupulous labor recruitment agents and sub-agents are responsible for more than half of Indonesian female
trafficking cases overseas. To migrate overseas, workers often assume debt that both Indonesian and overseas recruitment
agents exploit to coerce and retain their labor. Additionally, some companies withhold identity documents and use threats of
violence to keep migrants in forced labor.
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*Global Slavery Index 2023 data. For more information 
on their findings, visit GlobalSlaveryIndex.org
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