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INTERNAL 
Both sex and labor trafficking occur in Lesotho. Basotho children are often made domestic
servants or animal herders. Orphans are especially targeted for sex trafficking within the
nation. 

CROSS-BORDER 
In South Africa, Basotho men are exploited in the agriculture and mining industries while
female migrants are often forced to work in the sex industry. There are anecdotal reports of
female victims from Lesotho traveling to South Africa based on false promises of getting
jobs; when they arrive, they are drugged and exploited in sex trafficking and as drug mules
in international crime syndicates.

TRAFFICKING ROUTES
Lesotho is surrounded by South Africa on all sides. The borders between the two nations are
extremely porous, and individuals often cross the borders in plain sight with children.
Lesotho’s geographical positioning in relation to South Africa is seen as making it a
convenient transit point for trafficking victims and perpetrators from other countries to South
Africa.

4,000

LESOTHO

TRAFFICKING IN LESOTHO 

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PEOPLE LIVING IN MODERN SLAVERY*

59.4/100
VULNERABILITY TO MODERN SLAVERY*

2,281,000
POPULATION*

$2,569
GDP (PPP)*

*Global Slavery Index 2023 data. For more information 
on their findings, visit GlobalSlaveryIndex.org

Sources:
 "Trafficking in Persons Report June 2019." Department of State: United States of America 2019. https://lestimes.com/basotho-top-list-of-trafficking-victims-in-sa/
https://lescij.org/2018/08/03/poverty-blamed-for-lesotho-sa-trafficking/ "Trafficking in Persons Report June 2019." Department of State: United States of America 2019.
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OUR TIMELINE

LJI Ghana was first established in 2019 with transit monitoring on the border of
Ghana and Togo. The team quickly strategized to figure out how to combat child
trafficking on Lake Volta. we identified Kete-Krachi as a strategic position for a
monitoring station, and we resolved to pilot a monitoring station near the ferry
points.
 
Our Ghana team formulated a plan, and a month later we deployed a team of four
monitors in two locations. Within a month, we had the first intercept, and over the
next six months, the team intercepted over 20 children and helped the authorities
effect two arrests, both leading to convictions.
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