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The Global Slavery Index (GSI) estimates that there are 1.2 million people living in slavery in Bangladesh. This
makes it fall into the category of top-ten countries with the highest total numbers of human trafficking.
The U.S. Department of State categorized Bangladesh on Tier 2 Watch List in their 2023 Trafficking in Persons
Report, indicating that the Bangladesh government is working to eliminate human trafficking in their country
but as of yet does not meet the minimum standards necessary to accomplish that.
Despite high prevalence of trafficking and Tier 2 status, Bangladesh has one of the strongest government
responses among countries in the Asia Pacific region, taking more action than wealthier neighboring nations,
according to GSI. 
The Bangladesh government collaborated with the UNODC to conduct its first national study on human
trafficking in the country in 2022.
The populations most vulnerable to human trafficking are the poor and marginalized, victims of child marriage
and gender-based violence, people who lost jobs during the pandemic, seasonal laborers, poorly educated
youth, people displaced due to climate change, Rohingya refugees, and immigrants. 
Bangladesh is home to the Kutupalong-Balukhali settlement, the largest refugee camp in the world. This
settlement, located in the southeastern part of the country, registered 866,457 Rohingya refugees by the end
of 2020. Refugees are at higher risk of being trafficked because they lack the protection and access to basic
services (health, education, etc.,) that citizens have. 
Bangladesh has some of the highest rates of child marriage in the world with 38 million child brides—15
million of which were married before the age of 15. 
Bangladesh faces regular climate-induced natural disasters (tropical cyclones, flooding, landslides, and
drought) that cause significant loss and displacement. In 2020, 4.4 million people were displaced from their
homes when Cyclone Amphan hit. Any population uprooted from their community is at increased risk of being
trafficked.
Men and boys in rural coastal villages are commonly trafficked for labor in the fishing and shipping industry,
while women and girls in urban areas are commonly trafficked for sex.
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*Global Slavery Index 2023 data. For more information 
on their findings, visit GlobalSlaveryIndex.org

https://www.walkfree.org/global-slavery-index/country-studies/bangladesh/#:~:text=The%202023%20GSI%20estimates%20that,thousand%20people%20in%20the%20country.
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-trafficking-in-persons-report/bangladesh/#:~:text=BANGLADESH%20(Tier%202),-The%20Government%20of&text=The%20government%20demonstrated%20overall%20increasing,Bangladesh%20remained%20on%20Tier%202.
https://respect.international/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/First-National-Study-on-Trafficking-in-Persons-in-Bangladesh.pdf


OUR TIMELINE

LJI Ghana was first established in 2019 with transit monitoring on the border of
Ghana and Togo. The team quickly strategized to figure out how to combat child
trafficking on Lake Volta. we identified Kete-Krachi as a strategic position for a
monitoring station, and we resolved to pilot a monitoring station near the ferry
points.
 
Our Ghana team formulated a plan, and a month later we deployed a team of four
monitors in two locations. Within a month, we had the first intercept, and over the
next six months, the team intercepted over 20 children and helped the authorities
effect two arrests, both leading to convictions.
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Love Justice International is an NGO
committed to sharing the love of
Jesus Christ by fighting the world's
greatest injustices. 
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